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The following is the transcript of an oral history interview recorded on

magnetic tape. Since conly minor emendations have been made, the reeder

ahould consistently bear in mind that he is reading a transcript of the

spoken rather than the written word. Additionally, no attempt to confirm

=

the historical sccurecy of the statements has been made. As & result, the
¥ 5

transcript reflects the Interviewee's personal recollectlions of a situation

as he remembered 1t at the time of the interview.

Editorial notes and additions wade by CAP historians are enclosed 1n
brackets. If feasible, first names, ranks, or titles are also provided.
Any sdditions, deletions and changes subsequently made to the transeript by
the interviewee are not indicated. Researchers may wish to listen to the

actusal interview tape prior to citing the transcript.



KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS

- ( - gl ’ ’ ;
That I, haveu ¥ o Ohun e fo [ hartonan , have this day participated
{ { —
in an oral-magnetic-taped interview with .
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e
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o]
h

covering my best recollections of events and experiences whic

historical significance to the Civil Alr Patrol,

I understand that the tape(s) and the transcribed manuscript resulting

therefrom will be accessioned into the Civil Air Patrol's Historial Holdings.

In the best interest of the Civil Adir Patrol, I do hereby voluntarily give
J y 8 ®

-

transfer, convey, and assign all right, title, and interest in the memoirs

and remembrances contained in the aforementioned magnetic tapes and manuscript

to the Civil Air Patrol, to have and to hold the same forever, hereby relin-

quishing for myself, my executors, aduinistrators, heirs, and assigns all

ownership, right , title, and interest therein to the donee expressly on the

condition of strict observance of the following restrictions:

‘.‘EGN@R

ont behalf of the Civil Aiy Patrol by

Dated
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TUMMARY OF COnTENTS

aviation wriler fur Lne Uregon
facisity i laredo, Texas i1

IS UK

4z, With waziastic  and wative help of
d: Vs Wittople, Ed Franzwa, Hean
1 flights over the Rio OGrande
i Headguarters and flight line

cedn was Full of surperises, from  bhe Mayor s pariy
skl am. Josephinsg Gilbertsaon jained CAP wilth  her
i ked sl the plotting board, keeping Lrack of
the OGilberisons

. Attear
e le GAF the Fourth Ale
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Oregon Journal days

A AL Whipple and Frederickson

Mot guite lost in rural Texes

Tecas hospitalitbty

Working wilth bthe HArvmy

Laredo Manicipal Airport and Fi. bcocintosh
Living and working condilions at Laredo

P

Char les Haas, Raelph Perin, George Brunner,; kd

Rulth Periy

The wnseclk population

dere Lo Fouwrlh Ale Force as GAF Liaison
Jepanese bhalliounz, Mert Rosenbaum

Jusephineg Gilberison speaks

Problems wilh foedy money, healtnh in Laredo

The Zan Francisco billetb

Wrag wup



Mumber WNHC 19.037.24

Taped Interview withi John Lawrence Gllbertson &
Josephine Gilberison

Date of Interwview: 11 July 1983
-

Fortland, Gregon

L.ocaltion: :
Conducted Ly Capt. Hellenmerle Walker, CAP
Wi What kind of work wese Jow into betore you went into the
Civil &ir Falyel, Mr. Gilberison

LG I Aviation end Radiop Editor uf the Oregon Journal for
gquite a nunber of yesars. Then I begawme Marine Ediior at the
time Halser vian  leunhching Lthoss Victory Ships. i got
acguaintaed with Col. Maughn and Harry Lovrtey because L
needad a 5 ooource Lo the aviation field who cowld evaluate

things. vias wmy first vreal liasisocn wilh Harry Coffey.
T red Lo geit do the Alr Force and I
went Lo Seatitie and applied to

hobtel, Lhere in Seattle, on leave
ple of days, the phone operator
:rbmon, 1b7s lung distance.” Well,
the operatour checked and sa&id,
frowm Brownasville, Texas!” "Whatl are
mojust trying to get in the
g anything,” he said,
cer down here. ™ YhWhere
il but I'm  thinking
before iv I'd go

&?" he

& Wing Commander
TWhy don’t vou go down

i e Army  ar

they wanted me to be Inltelligence
s

i

had had some exposure o the Arwmy Alr
azspciaticn with Col. Maughes at the Portland
give 1t guod coverage because thelr sons
FPortland all over Lhe worid with the A
T intervestead in what was happening to
thei kidn; =20 we would give them pilctures of the Fortland
%i' Base aad pul in & gsood word since it was our First
military instellation in Oregon. It was during those davs
thzt % really st close Le Harvy Coftey and Bob Simmons ot
Ciwii Air Palrol. i was  with the Journal from august 1923,
a5 an office boy, until i refurned from bhe war iy 1943 and

retired. I sigrned i with Coffe in his bDusiness.

Wi You are & i vate pilot.






Bruce Scrievers

William E. Lees, III - Ontario, OR

Hugo Yerke

0. A. Donaldson (Pancho) - Portland

Dean? Turner

™

Ernest Morgan - Everett, WN

Ralph Perin

Hinrichs

Capts Lathrop



I lost wmy license & long tiwme agso.

-
&
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Wi Did you go to Brownsville first or to Laredo?

Mloore, was browght into active duty
to Laredc Lo opesn the Dase that
Harry Coffey had for us. A short time thnereatter he
spoke to Mike Devaney «nd and said, "Lelbl's get some
b D thiz fiest Ledp, in Uclober 1942, 1 went

men down here. o

to Laredo wibth A A, Whig Wenatuhes, Washlnglon. I
took wilitar s laave HERR Tt Lhoe Jour aal, climbed into his
G owibh him and Mr. Turner

.G No, Lared
in Portland &nﬁ

statiocn wagoen and wenl dawn

z 1. . s . 5 T N e S
who was golng down Lhere to O MSChEan oS

w
Turner was prowmingnt i Biere in Jregon, and g
Tiy ; SRR A veEr ¥ =1 Clasns Man.
Whi calate and it was wvery difticuld at first
Turner was noticiang this, but in those

to

dasy of guiz prograns on Ehve air  and we
rigt Givy  Lhowugh he coulidn’l speak oo well,
C B faszt. We began Lo see
tha snindg Lhe wheel, wi found
mul b Jhen we got to lheredoy, there

but Muore had taven a lease
us right  away ab the hotel.

wi introduced hin to A. A, Whipple, we kind of wondereda
they were going to Jo with him, Well Jaicksan Louk bim

/ pe = )
to Coffay and said, e s Lhe shacrpesl Guy you  ever
Lon't vou Lhink we could use himT" Ard Coffe; thougt

by b 4
fine. T & i ol dy mission G shioe nained Fred
g ¥
ickason (777 and Whipple went on patrol to get the lav
of thﬁ Grands River. Cur pabtrol was doom bBigygsy Air Base
to the wmouth of thae Nio Grande. Our bawse wstation vias
do, Teias. & boys took off in Biil L@, the
pn Officer d £9. We loved that plane it
b %

her uphbuisters welly, 10 gol down to Brownsville all

tey, w0 on  Lhe way back they cut
baling  bLhe river, which s &
ing river, IR back the darn engine guit and
he s in strangs country, butl they were SRy

not enly woere L
fram the river. ksan was a guod pilobt and he lands

but they'd

ttis thing at anrn abtandoned Fanch aul Lhers in Lhe @nd of
God’e half ACr & . They found & big sheet in the dairned
m{rWI e and decided to pul iboup on Lhe windmiidl because
tHey hhew people would be looking for thew btheal night or in
%f mmr%iﬂg, and  of course the redicv was out, too. Well,
¥ ,

pug the sheet unde: arm and starts out, but first
i aﬁbuﬂ;h sF Javaeline hbogs start coming and he beats it
*m the dars airplane in & hell Cf @ hurey. They waitea
the hogs to set out of Lhe way and Ly then 1t was +our or
s'cleck, s¢ TFrederickson gets oul and gues toward Lhe
i catiles Lhat hasn't seen a
back. The trnird and last

Lo wildmb hald way up the
ne gol the sheet up there




N

He got pack Lo the Falrchild and sat there

after three rans,
Lhis strange country. They

feeling utterly abandoned in

mondered whalt Lhe, were goiong to do. They Figured we’'d +ind
them hlt the sheelt up Lhere, bul knew darned well vie ' d
patrocl the Firsts Whtip was sitting there and said,

“gf‘u«; Owver
closer!?

srats some dust and iL7s coming closer and
L oand ran ovelr LWhniere and 1L was somne

il pros aw T d NnEVE eApwct  anybthing Lo be out

here, but thankh God Lhese bvics G /B el e thers that
afterncon. Whip said, et some information in to
pur Headguartbters ot L Pa=1%1 heip us? And, L e
way, where are weT" The, zaid, "Gul a map?" Whip took out a

map, and you know this geodebtlc mmpf I dun’t krnow what they

arge like now Jdeys, bub they dan’t pinpoint anything really
The/ ve ver, general in Lhe d@ﬁ&?i countyr yv. EBEarlier Wﬁlgpl@
had been watching oubl the window and looking at the map. e
had put & check mark on the map when Lhey landed. Lo he
acsked the oil u,m, "Can you show usm on the map where we
are?"  Thoe ancwer WHabB,, "7Tes, ryou're just exactly where that
check mark is." 0ld Whip, b just dead reckoned; sven in
that strangs country, ¢ight down to the spob. He had Deen a
highway engineer and hs recognizedgrades and things along the
way that you or I wowidn’tb, He was graal. We always had
respect for him, but everyone listened closer Lo Wihiip aftter
that. Donasldson will reane . It towk four B+ Jdive monihs
to get ths parls to fis Lthe plane. Tew're aoing Lo ciear
thig with Dorneldson, he™21 4111 youw in.

e In Laredoc.. «

it Lhe manager s part of
. W Lought what we called
window and dripped water down
through it. CEvery night the
ik Lbwelr coid rom  and coke

dr i
to dinnrner. We had U Own
asnslgnment. This was the

Wi Whot did Lhat entail?
;
pers down Lhzoe under bhe operaliionad conctrol ot the

[+
glry Brigede and ocur reason four bDeing down there was

slarisd operations on

g Munioi was Lhe name oF 1l W
der Fraonbier. There k@ e
don’t koow i+ Lhe names

Fortiand MmeEn who WEr e oOn
wonderrul patrol arcownd

(Re ey g

ce g e e £ p 5 o e g $ A i P . i
3T W jam bt wWent didwn Lu Lhe mouth of the



rande and baol It was Lhe Brownsville people who took
agalinst submarines, as

hey did

I don’ got the East Coast duty.
It VS & vou had to go in on them,
cometines lite Was S0 seconds. But it was a
l1ittle better down Lhere on  the Guld Coast. 411 you had to
watel out for Lhere wers sharks.
Wi How long were you there al Laredo?
1 1T was ot Laredo frow Cotober 1942 until I was relieved
and sent to Tan Francilsco, 11 fpril 1%9€%. The paper 1% mixed
up in this other Jubik heras. Do you wanit that?
Wi Ohy, Lthis is oy discharge: 17 March TG from San
FranciscG. Basically, wer &n b yiou supposed to be in &
mantha? Wasn’ti Lhat the original thought, six months of

duty?

LG Oh, I Lknow one Lthing. Undoubtedly when they organized
the Danes, orr flightsa, @i whatever we  call them, they
get every relied for the Lerm, 0 they asked people
=) monthz. I imagine some pesople went in for six
some i the California guys, bult none of our SUYS.

couldn®t
to serve

months, s0n

to 29 monblhs.

from Goiober 1942 until " 34,
COME Y. These things kind of

W Do the Blue Duuk. ..

LG Juslt a wminule. Here, yok might look at that. iplicuures?)
That’ll take vou through the regular records. Mow 1I'm just
getting to Laredo, bhe very +Flrst day. When we 9ot Lhere
Major Coffey sarsy fLart oy, vou and  Jo come righl away. The
Mavor of the Lowe, Major Jack O Hearn i1s having a party out
at his ranch and Lhey veaosy much want you people there.® i
savs, A1 rlghity 111 do  that.” Buk my stuff is on the
raad, you know, 20 I gol a pair of pants and rolied them up
itte this, aad Harry shorieassd them four me. I had this shirt
they found in the motel, and it was in a hell of B SNAapEy
Bindt we wen Gul to this ranch Lo the bern - one hell of a
barn. The floar of this barn was Gak, highly polished. The
Digtrict Attarney was Ltendioyg  bar. Evervbody i LOowWn wWas
there, but also a&ll the military was therel the beginning of
%&& Air Foroe which later Lok over bthere at the Laredo Air
rigld, and snne people Fram the Cavalry Lo wham  we were
S e il brad & mioe Lime. They were WVEEY
cor

Holly Hilly, had been out there
" too, you know, and she made




all the flighte with Harery. a0 it's zmhe winom you ' ll wish Lo
get some factual information Ffrowm aboul {he estl isnment of

the Frontier.

We went out and bulli a Heasduarlterss. We  hiad an Army
cookzhack lelt by the oulfit we relileved, an Army Alr Corps

!
Observation Sguadron which hoad been sesving the Cavalary

before us. I think they hed done the first forest wmapping,
and they went on doing their specialty of mapping, and we

slipped servabtion work. %o,

we took

Headguar ters and put
=i uld protect ocur ailrplanes and
Then we had a little cacitement when we Found

MNavy planes.

theot the girle Chicl thead! bhad Riack widoDw splaers in
35 AP

Wi Is that farT ipicitured

' e 5

LG This orne over Lere 1ouks like Jeles Muore’'s trailer.

| . : - -~ . - e - | — %
W3 Woe this Laredo’ P LEh L.
i

ferent. This is whers Lhay 3reﬁaiwad planes.

LGB: This is dif

That s oul at Lhe Hunicipal Alrport. we landed i Lhe apran
af that thing, did not go to the damn ranway.

W NDid vow janh do wbhuervetion intelligence type work?

d an the aserial gyes of the Sobh Cavalry Erigade.

2 wisuld come Dactk. ..

Ard when the pilots ang

@ vepor by, then I talked to them.
v know youu don’t go for detalls
many howss  in Lthe alr  at 100 Lo
Lind of Livesomes. it i3 hard trying

viha b youuw' re suppoused Lo doa. 50, 1
abivul Sewitig what they iooked at. We
WY « Wesl 1, a week arter  we
L e piiobts with a report. i
i EY ,  yuu sure  you got it right?®
ad Lo make two passes at it
Fi Feport over ta bthe intelligence
From us, ab Soth Cavalry brigade and
friend of Curs, calied me right back
careius wnal we publ in  our reporis.
licence numbers ing " he said. fdust
Saida "ALL right, just &
Tabtrall Thal s pretty damnn
BadE, 4L LY 5 . Thuse are e

ithute...Ws
good; ¥ he

pleasant ti

08w -
W Vow about

e batik in Line molel now, and we're gelliing organized.

LG We

G



Jack Moors and I set up in bhiis soed. L owas a converted
barracks and v fdes and we screened &1l wnrough.

W E e

;.a,.»@.‘vi.m_.: thia

I Liddw, eadd o abdb:giahenit desk, and & 2 desk

Fogicles hald a plotbtiog bowrd back there to keep
track of L iy Sk e v pali Ol ied Lhien ot the Laredo

P it poi b eant Ll Dl ownsvillie and  west Lo Deld Rio,
us i Sack . Wi had bo smbagged Lhese Tlighls  and
50 CoE d then at Lioe end and cimae back in
i el R R watira witicliency iittile
th FEWET WES digcussed Lnear Orders,
B snbiced =i @any pubiicity in this

L1« It owas a contidential. W vepnrts were
ntidenti gt wEre aone ot our DUSiness
atter that. It took
own Cavalry waon.

i

sonee Lo schowl waith their

L How aboubt. ..

gesd Lo Ltell you. Uurs Wwas not o a
& daowitr Lhere wilh & minimum

En
ot
o

tirit. Wek WEN

spit i &
numbar of zriistad WED and wE wWere there bDecause the
rplanes down there. That's wnhy

GOVEY DTHE .
BOS5. W et 16 unitorm, and

i
vie waere using
alting off an Army atatich, using thelir alr space and
their base. Ther e weire sume Lthings bhe regulations would
thaey gobl Lo koow  ws, obher things

came zubl Wz, RE @b ling b Lhids way was kiond of awkward, and
vie needed ggaelner, =uw Lhe dngineers built a
ghort runw Eaia el MOVEd Lvss LG Fa Mointosh and they gave
LWE OUr Cle&as daill. Flaps 120y NN Pray.

We Movig 10073 2G0. ..

Te Live tandiest guy 1in the world.
ligence Oidficer. With some good
e didn b opubt partitions in Lhis
Dad et office fur Bill Lees, for this
ww hed & heli of & readguarters,
5 Wae uill 0 ourselves, WO Gee .
A ws, bul we ashed For wvery title.
ading vur JTuelipicture). fhe T L

womelhing nappened up at Charleston, South
m. Moo e &G Doll were moving +rom
Twva got Lbhat segment already. And
Waells, 4L naturally Fallows
saetMblive ufticer, Lthen Upesrations,
il Lees, e was their

that moeved Avunie Gili Yl Lo
Loguy, evervbody thouwghi =T e
aerd 8 loveable guy. L hed SOome

L e

ignue wibth fnim eut at Ll Fuv Liaeand Alr Base, you KNnow,

v R L &l i o T U & 5 5 b

ik e oddly Goslagh &% S &b oLt thatb & wmas  appointed
e I A R T R ol IS BT = sl T g £ ¢ g
cuerutive T{ficer . Fill was CO and 1 was casculive GBYticer
g well o I OfFicer. We hed a new statd.




Let’s go back. We were Lhere Y00 & monin oF o ana JSJack
Moore and Deoili found & nive place in  Leredo to rent, not a
houses, bul o Deadclial o Vhiey ied us over fTor drinks

3 P

TomewEs Wiai forael. We walked in and
& R A T He called me  SKInny

v P -

sl Ao e .
6 b Rahd e e BRI

-

b opens Lhe kilchen window and
Gelis b @ bihe and  Bays, FLOOK
D, Cody we  Veaonkees are nol used to
Thiz: & 5 Slweys sSoehielhiing! i loved 1t,

picluie ayalo. whwn Jack PMoore went Lo

ek
Cl weer, Dili Lees S Dontaer in, Oregon was appointed
B i Lk =d0 rroantisr Lisgisun ase Mumber e .

I thine, wne of tne fine,
aChive duty. Uibimately, On
ar home, Feank Van Fatten, alsc of

- i

Focin Eruwnsvilie. Then when OB

It was FAN
harmoniouws
Eilli’s res
Ontario,
Patten wezs Cal

= for tuwo weeks for business

[l ]

L1
i
£l

wWrposes I
P2 = 3

sar be

i San Francisco.

Lo a5m L gnment wWith T
L=

s
1

fi

i

Ll
dy
o
i
e
s
po

s Lo ask yuu about some of these

(R Mr. Gilbasrtson, I7d il
different o I . Hacrsy Hewitbt.
the oas hotell you IR L« He was killed on
c S down b I was nobt an the base al thne Ulme.
Tt was after I wan Lvansy e red Lo San Franclisio. fAs i
understand i, they wiire on pabrol wad crashed into Hexico

and anythiag i Crav Lo way bs  complelely hearsay. The

wicire flying alony bthe border,; as we did

: and thney were shobt in
Lwen investigated at

not neaird anyblning.
ive G egUii I bthink her

sver o day, i bhe Laredda gubaer ¥ rangeé,

Firgdt nome wWas Juanitba. Tl = WES @l ahDodrn chiid at Lihe

344 s B + L4 R " A - . o 2 o B g
(5 We'll soe | mome wi bthe oblhers migbhi know.

TEE R e e

me Jdown from El1 Pasoc  and helped
hedule al  Lel Mi0, Lhe

1.4 ¥
s | il = - g |34 =
W . T::‘:’ s 4D s...a;:‘,.m 4622 bow fhiehe . s
oy e
Lo PHdries T ¥ e g iy 3§ o i Y 4 G i
Lo e ey 0 Ve b I3 ki@l e 4w wash LETOre wLne
i 5 1 B s 15 Led fva s i Sosat b FPeavidiec mailroad
W He wows - Lwad e Tany Swa it 0 Falitio maliroad i
£ £0F oy p A [ L i S L £ B ., .
SO Ll &nd. Phel Wl e O awnewidis s 2 ;ni.u;:Aii‘-jiﬁ?’E’"il.,&: dtricer.
1. - A - L i ot - - .y
; b S B b U is fona B k3 - b ‘ AT i i t i

Beopedihed weis W A A s W T aiwim gy S SAE ey LWL Lhial was




pm phune dnoer . e was a
: ant piiab. He helpea me 1n
s He 1ives in dortland and you have

2 - v
TR e b

o

hia phons ounbed .
Wi All righl, now how about Secrge Brwaner ?
LG: I talhksd Lo Fge Lo deus egu o and he will be glad to
Felp wyuuw on s denbificatiug. ida wmind is a lot wmore active
than ming oad he’ll help you #ibn a lobt ot olher Lhings, Loo.

o . ¢ - 1 o ‘

LE & WET PLOE R sl e
Wr And theon yos have alieadys told e about A A Whipple.
L He's a graeat one I hioge Lo see hiln someday, maybe.

FE B Y AT How youw have given mne

W
TR sy the s B Grses do it h 1 3 5
L kEE a A Bk 18 el Ubhes CwWf LHeE L 1ine.

1 vod aesd @ couple or Lwo nove. Sowun atlisr we got to

LD Then you (Eoae L

Texas Lthere was & giirl Teowm cent al Uregun, bend pernaps,

mamed Ruth FParry. Aad Foanawa, he duwail with suppiies and

went into the FAT AR E i L Lo e edty Ea built  and
. aas 1wt il hiand while he carvied on
th ham o dghb. e wias & g sal cperator and

Piivie He Lauee Lo gt viiin oan the record.

et Lhiog I o heoord ol obhim he was well establishea in
he alzo wesn  cperating an PP Agatiron
Fad sber ted ahfigad Gt i data e was  very
sperated guatke a bit in the Rio Grande

Li wanwr  aboul Kiass. Rlass was a
Yl le SUIre. GUhie déys an taking oft
& . Tirig ta pwbl o an  unheard ot thing
Meve Lhe bewsl mechanics in the world.
@i e nad Lo land i Nuevo Laredo,
PG . Whetre do you suppose  he landed?
pi walbing +or him —~ about 15, 0r 20
il e praclics o treating peouple.
Fy haw Lo turgst that one.
crned Lo bugs snd abk Fh. fdicintosh the
T wy Lo park wur alrplanes on rather
trhial was eli right untii one nighnt
il wmheor o wanhd o din. wWhisgn L owgobt there

¥

o e e o R IR, s o
SracK OF Udssily vintgire ' 8 Loe senltiryy i

= wam i an alvrplaneg. e looked at

o,

Captoin, COme el & L wias  patruailing

. g . v ad - - T 1 -t -
B Guhl Cdd Lol ks & 3

£
o



at two oc'eleock this  morning when the storm hit. I got

&
4p Lhe flight vines and saw these

e b U

put my flashlight down to tie the
Figsh Frougs  at =1 they' re
Pive wrnder Lhe ground with &
Chemy seen Flowded oubt of the place and

apron they cowid jump and keep From drowning.
3
g

'

1 jumping, & couple huandre af thei. "~ Do he

3 opudoen G Va g o B g T g e
LMLl L Gl peainie e

LG When I Caune ovEr he got ouk and said, "I guess Ly ' e
Sohe now. " And E e G armbawve ddwin Lhee! Mmralher Cime
therc viere scorgiens, bul Lbhey weren’l bad. L oam told that
the gceorpicnn are Ead over in hihuwahua, Mexlico, Dut in
Lareds they JuBk sndnted Lo & few bee slings. [Eg the
bBeginning when we went inte the Municipel Alrpori, we took
over & place that had screened windows. I wmean L(he soreens

in the windows. Yol puat down these fleps an the outside and
dowi in ileuw of closing the windows, HEE .

wou fasten
Lhe noarnling you Tifrted themwm out and

When
Droppe Sl oup and leflt Liem up, bub prellby soon you got too
winething on because T

- g n wh B 4 o g - N . 3 ok Vo i G 4=
S B { } wWithout Giliowes O
sipions liked

Thern the nexli iLhing we knew, these darn

5
Yo oget 3 underneath .
et L whndecneathn, S50,

i Durs weire pitching the tarantulas
We  frad Gne hell ov & tims with those

VET G
fel11 the end of that. Muw who've we got?

We L h!

LGy Ed Froancwa, =Ruth Favi s, sud Thompsun, bill Llrackalby, #.
toid Lou abaoul. Ed Franzwe was wne at bthe
@ Pl =1~ I used him  nok bo +lv, put I
to t,pe wp dnlelligenes Pepdris  &hd wnings

baliiong Lo Deorge D wngly e mentioned
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"
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2.4 buthewity A4F Regulatdom Mo, 20-38, "Organigatden - Givil Afly Futeel®,
oy 1943, affective 2400 CWY, 11 Decembew E‘@@ JON L. OEIBEITS0 (D=R15), 8
‘ %&&gﬁmg m% 1o heredy rellowd fronw eppointuent ve Aoting Ceweniing O00low
of CAP &m%m Linison Patrol e, 1 aud of active duty esaigeewnd with salfd
uwrld; ds promoted tov the yenk of Mejew, CAPj and fu esasiped to duly et Hends
quarters, %‘M Ady Teves, I80 Hew Hantgomery Bireed, fap %mm%ﬁg Califoanis,
at @ per diem of %mcﬁ pow dag, a8 ldsdaon Or{lser %@%@s@m@x that Hendquariers

ol CAP Tow T ,
spport of an ry trafning of the Gasbesm |

é, s o about 1 Deosmtur 1943, Major Gidlbertsen will proeced
m C4P cirplans frem levede, Temo o Kl Peso, Tems, frem which paint %wr wild
via commerainl aizline %o Ban Francisee, Califernin, whewe he will
for duty to Heedguerters Paurthiir Poree,
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HEADQUARTERS
120 AAF Bage Unid i
Civil air Eatro$f
R R R R S R R TR I

BOO FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, K. Y.

L October 1944

HHB:hle
Subject: Letter of Instructions - CAP Liaison Officer, Hg. Fourth
Air Force
To: Major J. L. Gilbertson, CAP Lisnison Officer
Headguarters Fourth Air Force
180 New '?ntvamﬁ“* Street
San Francisco 6, Californis
1l. Pursua 0 conference of 4 October 1944 between this office

and Heaaqu&rterw raurﬁh Air Force, and effective this date, erramg@memtﬁ
have been made whereby, in addition to your assignment as CAP Liaison
Officer to Fourth Air Force on matters p{rt:znmz to tow target and
tracking operations, you ngl also serve as Lisison Officer between

i this Headguarters and Headcuarters Fourth Air Force o; matiters per—
taining to CAP Miesing-2 1rcra? Search Service and other CAP operctions.

—
i\sv ti

By direction of Colonel J HHiiﬁf

Qwonel ilr Corpse
Opef tons & Training Officer

2 Incls
Incl 1 - ey ltr 10/11 to CG 4AF
Inel 2 - ey 1tr 10/11 to %.C. of
Cul., Hew. Ore. Vagh.

Ggol

CG 4 AF

C.0 Cal. Elm"
Uog H"I’V; g

Seﬁ‘Qh QI’?&& %1 : ’
:;ﬂeOs; %«iﬁh@ﬁﬂ:\g




winch in They did a piiot, didn't they, at
“almdale. Me was  from some olher base, he was odut  of the
Clendale basc.

W Up al Boardman, »00 wWHoks Lp Ly Fendielon...
_— v e e ¥ e 3 ke ) b4

LG That s the Mg
T . P A e orge L gpem . T

W: They did targelt Lowing up there.

I dan't think the CAP ever wenl thal far oul,

Washinglon history tnat Bill Toth wrote, he

srget  towing out of Fendleton when we were

it and I don’lt think L o wes part of
hat bhe Washinglon  wen may riave
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a teletype Lo Washington.’ Well,
she’s nol just a secrelary. Here' s

kinow, thioking she Can punch on

1 he WaE el VOous, L0 4 BOArked 1t. i
L far Jouw, Colonel, you want that to go

i1 vou types Lhaet iistl for me and in the
ime wauld you getbt...” The never forgot that!

Wi What is the Missng Aircrafl Search bervicer

Lhe Coneral had my orders broadened - Yo

LG: Shortls

1 o

include missing alrocratt searchy v

ki

-1 P gy by PR T
gawm the directive L

Epuldnte de oas wmueh on this coast, as I remenber., West of

the mountains you coulidn’t 1, & civilian alrplane, but Reno
was oul ©of that anrnd those suys hada a heck of a good group
BOing. Once wr twice Lthe Alv Force wenbt up Lo piok up &
girplane and Rooo  sguadoon vas  aliregaedy Lringing the bodies

gt . They had jeeps and everylhing. R

a greel peouple. 1 gob orders L0 9o up

L@: Do theyT T
t mEel ings now and Lhen.

thimre to attend

2y dimn L ALY Jussphine Glibertson.
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W You were married at the Ltime you went to Laredo?
JG: Yes.
W: What were you doing price Lo your Civil Alr Fatrol time?
7 % P b
JGr Living in Portland, heeping house.
N Then you joined CAF at the same Lise that FMr. UGllbertson
did and went with him to FAnd werse you issued orders
along with i
JG: Right. e S .
Wi Oliay. What 41 vimid du there?
JG: I was assigned as p7u~n ng bosrd cpsrator Touw had a map
in front of vou and the planes call in their lmaaﬁimn, their
plane nunbar. I putbt a little pin where Lhey were. We heptl
track of Lhe Tlighl from begioning to end by radio, That way
we could always contact them.
We Maw many obhor woamen were there with youu tnere at Laredo?
JG: Well, I was the only plobtting bosrd operator There weres
clerk typists like Ruth Pervy and HMert Rosenbadm and Leila
Eéﬂ}\ 1 and Viviarn so u-&..&df:ui)’ ®
L And you
JG: We lived i Jack Ploopre, who was our Lomsanding
uF leased a wholie molour court
§ . Ahs LU, he and Doull were
g Lbut by the time we got
tl s the bease and we fell heilr
Lo That was real nice. cver ybady
& 1 which waes nice LOo.
#
W: Well, it beats
to Find sowepla Lo stay. He had 1t all
. Larry, aid we ealbt in the tirst
s
=SV -
JG: AL first we wers On OdE QW Tur tood and then  Jack,
3 whto wuned this wmotel, buili ancother double
@ nwdi hall T0r us - a kitchen and a dining
v v head oue food right on guwr grounds.
tye A 5. P s way 4 % 5
W o AR i Ml Fali 0l personnhel paid
by pe:

ke



IG: Per disn was the money you made.

[ fiz opposed Lo nau, we & @ not paid, in fact we Day. When
& reimburszaed for our gas and

pil and long dizlance Lelephons, and thalt’s it.

e DL -
Sedit Gy W& ol

atl thalt tine supposaed Lo have Deen
Congress an =t} Civil Ailr Fatrol
cople wnd 1L never. was passed Lhat I could +$ind
acvcidents and any type of hospitilization o

Lhat ans =i yuw needed yu had Lo pay fors

ight, encept an the DBase Lhere a Fi. Molntosh

= o
al. Hinaney. That didn’t cost us anylihing.

EY . He was a good surgson and was

LG: Dear, desr Col. Kinn
3
good to us all. Cud bless hilin. Do you remember there was

i
and I gut back and ftound the

e a g o
the bad incident when i1l Less &
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whaole base sizk, rusning &t both ends?
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evaer body. COur outiit, the Toth Cavairy, said, "What are you
TG

doing thers jel ower here to Fi. declntosh.” And then
Major Finnney, started inspections and we had no more ot that
and it was awiwlly gecod they slarbted.

JG: All right. Pul we didn’t pul anything oult of ocur pocket,
Larry., I had el awiul ache in my gub and Lhey wreated me
for months. Didr t sl a thing.

(13 When you left  Laredo were you assigned withn o .
¥

ilbertscn, when vyou went to San Franciscao?

Was over bhen, but I went to San

>t .
W You had dons your Siw munths, Ginly it was sLrung out Lo
14 wonths.
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35: Right:
E5d M e seas : c ) o - . . . 5 " .
LG I never Iived abt MecChord,. iolived in ban Francisco till
t
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o ende Whien we’d go o these tow Larget outfrts, like San
e R [ gy T - i o e B e 3
Pedro, San Diego, Glendals, Dt Juse, they always had a




HEADQUARTERS, ARMY ATR FORCES
WASHINGTOR

12 January 1945

SUBJECT: Commendation - CAP Tow Target and Tracking Operations

TO: Commanding Officers, CAP Tow Target Unlts No. 7 and No. 22

*

1. During the period since 1 December 1942, Civil Air Patrol
has been performing tow target and tracklng operations for the Army
Air Forces. These operations have expanded from the tracking missions
performed by two small detachments located on the East Coast to a tow
target and tracking service extending from Xey West, Florids, to Port-
land, Maine, in the Eastern Defense Area and from San Diego, California,
to Tacoma, Washington, in the Western Defense Ares. This assignment
will be completed on 28 February 1945, whereupon the work will be taken
over by personnel and eguipment which the Army Air Forces will then have
avallable for this purpose.

2. Throughout this period, these operations hsve been handled in
a manner and with a splrit of service deserving of the highest praise
and commendation. It gives me great pleasure to express my deep appre—
ciation to you and to all CAP officers and members who have engaged in
thig undertaking.

By command of Genersl ARNOLD:

| /é{i/ y77707/78

“ WILLIAM W. WELSH
Brigadier General, U. S. Army
Asgigtant Chief of Air Staff, Training

e —



during the war the four men | Col Robert Scott, suthor of “flod
held ranks of major and were | I8 81y Co-Pilot” - »
stationed in 'Texas, In describing ' e

their schisvements, the war de.
partment citation lauds theflr
“marked courage in the face of
danger while performing regular
wartbme flying missions.”

The medals were awarded in
| & eexemony at MeChord field byi—

CAP OFFICERS cited by the

war department for meritore

¥ ious service are Larry Gilbert«

son (leff), former aviation edi-

tor of The Journal. and Jack

R. Moore, Western Skyways
prosident

Of the 29 decorations authore
ized by the war depariment for
exceptional service in the Civil
Alr- Patrol, four have bheen’
s awarded to Oregon men. Two are

from Portland.. |

Jack H, Moore, president of |

Western Skyways, and Larry Gil»

berison, former aviation editor of

The Journal, are the local recipl-

ents of the medals. Awards have,

been made slse to Willlam B,

Lees Jr., Ontarlo, and peosthue

mousiy to Frank Van Peiien, Ons

tario, who died in a plane crash
in ldaho two vears ago. '
White in active CAP servics s




W The cour i W VLD ey wvis Lael wasically washington and

Gr I know nothing about it o smxcepl one Lhing. We went on &
Lut thal was an edAtra run.

1 i‘{»}ht ENET T end

[ A MEr oy

LG Mo, ter Coan. Arnoid’s direcltive we never went back to

Tonopah. Thaet would bewve LDean & direvi violation of orders.

We did tarset and tracking.

(O Arnd vyoa had yoor engline checks.

LEGI No actually, that wasn’'t viglation, il was an

gnergency, and until I could c@nice somethin had to
P A

be done. Later we pulb it in legitimataely.

4 with the

P

Wi Do you Hnow of any Uregonians that were involve
Japanese aub lhat was found on the Washington coast

LE: All T bnow in thaltl a sub fired a shell into a fort at the

mouth of th Columbia.

W Mo, this we cae bhat bthe Clval Alr FPatrol found

juat below the

the ladies thal You remember working
th Pervy, Hyrlie Rosenbaum and who

Rusenbads dot

JE! Zhe was a clerh typist and Jim was a flver.

o
-
:

W Vere any of the women pilots

B: We thad gne who was a pilut, and not & clerk typist.
1 from, Lariry?

down from Oregon Wing. She had one leyg

]
&
and a coocker spaniel pup.

W A wooden ley and & cocker spaniei. Was thnat Josephine

Coohrane?

EGr I dont rememnbes heér name.

Lz 281 kel sou what, I think we'll clouse now. I*d like
'y £ e e ——T : v :
o} i wou vt Yy VeEr Y much ror Lelling us of your

in CAP history.
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